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NOTES. 

To the Editor of the Philosophical Review. 

In traversing recently the somewhat sandy stretches of Christian Wolffs 
Theologia Naturalis, I picked up here and there real moonstones. One of 
these finds is so suggestive of Wolff's interest in a field that introspective 
psychology is usually charged with neglecting, and of the beginnings of the 
attempt in Cartesian spirit to explain the marvelous and occult by purely 
natural laws, that it deserves a new publicity, one hundred and sixty years 
and more after its first. 

Closely translated, the passage (Theol. Nat., I, p. 468) runs as follows : 

** Not very many years have passed since here and there in the Protest- 
ant church men arose professing to be divinely inspired, and to make known 
the will of God as the divine spirit was breathed upon them in public meet- 
ings. Their utterances, nevertheless, were merely things they had seen in 
the scriptures, especially the prophets, or, in some cases, in the writings of 
the mystics, arranged in such order as their imagination, left to its own law, 
might suggest. I have not only read the sayings of these Inspirati (for so 
they were styled, inasmuch as God was said to communicate his will to 
them directly and without medium), published in Holland under the title, 
Discernement des Uriebres avec la lumiere, but I also attended their 
meetings in person, that as an eye-witness I might get at the bottom of 
their claims ; yet never did I meet anything that could be regarded as 
divinely revealed when tested by the criterion just formulated (viz, that if 
an alleged revelation can be proved a possible product of the mind in its 
natural workings, it must not be considered supernatural). Let me instance 
a single case. 

A daughter of the janitor of a school ( Paedagogium Glauchense ) near 
Halle, was one of these Inspirati, and I went td a meeting to hear what she 
might say. There were a good many people present, out of sheer curiosity 
for the most part. Some hymns were sung from a local collection edited 
by Freylinghausen. During the singing the pseudo-prophetess was over- 
come, at first by a languor, and then by a profound sleep, so that she ap- 
peared as inert as the trunk of a tree. As the singing progressed without 
interruption, her whole body was shaken with violent movements, distress- 
ing to behold, until her limbs seemed on the very point of breaking. What 
she was wearing on her head flew off and her hair was shaken loose. All 
this time her eyes were shut. When those that were singing surmised, I 
know not how, that the inspirata was about to speak, they suddenly became 
silent. And then you might have heard the pseudo-prophetess, with convul- 
sive movements, her face streaming with perspiration, ejaculate in hoarse 
and hardly human tones a few syllables. These were taken down in 
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writing by a physician present, compounded into words and read aloud. 
But the utterance contained only a direction to read a certain text which 
proved to be in no wise remarkable. By the time the text had been read 
aloud, the convulsive movements had stopped, and the pseudo-prophetess 
had regained her senses. So the singing was begun again, but without 
the slightest success. The girl's followers gave as reason the fact that there 
were very many present who hindered the Spirit. And so finally the 
meeting came to an end. ' ' 

"... But all this proves anew how well worth while it is to busy our- 
selves with psychology, that we may be able to show clearly what can be 
known through natural use of the mental powers, and to save exposing our 
faith to injury from rashness or deceit on others' part." 

Yours very respectfully, 

William Marshall Warren. 
Boston University. 



Professor Henry Sidgwick of Cambridge University has resigned on ac- 
count of ill health the Knightbridge Chair of Moral Phiiosophy which he 
has held for the last twenty years. 

Professor W. G. Smith has severed his connection with Smith College, 
and will reside next year in London. 

The death is announced of Jean Gaspard Felix Ravaisson-Mollien, a 
writer of note on philosophical subjects, and at one time Professor of 
philosophy at Rennes. 

Herbert G. Lord, A. M. (Amherst), has been appointed Professor of 
Philosophy in Columbia University. He will have charge of the introduc- 
tory collegiate courses. 

Dr. Max Meyer has been called to the newly established chair of experi- 
mental psychology in the University of Missouri. 

Professor Margaret Floy Washburn of Wells College, has accepted the 
Wardenship of Sage College, Cornell University. The chair of philosophy 
at Wells College has been filled by the appointment of Dr. Grace Neal 
Dolson, a graduate of Cornell. 

A volume of philosophical essays has recently been issued from the 
Verlag of J. C. B. Mohr, dedicated to Professor Christopher Sigwart on 

his seventieth birthday (28th of March, 1900). The papers and authors 

are : Umrisse zitr Psychologie des Denkens. Von Benno Erdmann. 

Von Systtm der Kategorien. Von W. Windelband. Psychophysische 
Causalitdt und psychophysischer Parallelismus. Von H. Rickert. Die 
tVechselwirkung Zwisch. n Leib und Seele und das Gesetz der Erhaltung 

der Energie. Von L. Busse. Zwei Briefe von Hermann Lotze an R. 
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Seydel und E. Arnoldt. Mitgetheilt von R. Falckenberg. Kant — tin 
Metaphysiker. Von H. Vaihinger. Robert Meyer's Entdeckung und 
Beweis des Energieprincipes. Von A. Riehl. Die Enstehung der 
Hermenentik. Von W. Dilthey. Ueber die Einjluss des Ge/iihls auf die 
Th&tigkeit der Phantasie. Von E. Zeller. Logik und Erkenntnis- 
theorie. Von H. Maier. 



We give below a list of articles, etc. , in the current philosophical jour- 
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Mind, No. 34.: J. E. McTaggart, Hegel's Treatment of the Categories 
of the Idea ; E. Westermarck, Remarks on the Predicates of Moral Judg- 
ments ; R. B. Haldane, Prof. Miinsterberg as Critic of Categories ; C. S. 
Myers, Vitalism, (I.). Discussions: 5. T. Preston, Comparison of Some 
Views of Spencer and Kant ; S. H. Hodgson, Perception of Change and 
Duration — A Reply. Critical Notices of Ward's Naturalism and Agnos- 
ticism, and of Royce's The World and The Individual. New Books, 
Philosophical Periodicals, Notes. 

The Psychological Review, VII, 3: C. Lloyd Morgan, On the Relation 
of Stimulus to Sensation in Visual Impressions ; Leon M. Solomons, 
A New Explanation of Weber's Law; Max Meyer, Elements of a Psycho- 
logical Theory of Melody; E. A. Kirkpatrick, Individual Tests of School 
Children. Discussion and Reports : Robert Mac Dougald, A Pneumatic 
Shutter for Optical Exposures : H. M. Stanley, Remarks on Time Per- 
eption Reviews. New Books, Notes. 

The American Journal of Psychology, XI, 3 : E. B. Huey, on the 
Psychology and Physiology of Reading ; /. W. Slaughter, Disturbances 
of Apperception in Insanity ; E. J. Swift, Sensibility to Pain ; G. E. 
Partridge, Studies in the Psychology of Alcohol ; G. M. Whipple, Two 
Cases of Synesthesia ; / M. Bentley, The Synthetic Experiment. Psy- 
chological Literature, Notes, Communications, Books Received. 

Zeitscrift fur Psychologie und Physiologie der Sinnesorgane, 
XXII, 6 ; Krislian B. — R. Aars, Die Erwartung ; T. Lipps, jEsthetische 
Einfiihlung ; G. Abelsdoiff, Erganzende Bemerkungen zu meiner Ab- 
handlung iiber " Die Anderungen in der Pupillenweite durch verschieden- 
farbige Belichtung." Reviews of Recent Books and Magazine Articles. 

Archiv fur Geschichte der Philosophie, XIII, 3 : Wilhelm Dilthey, 
Der entwicklungsgeschichtliche Pantheismus nach seinem geschichtlichen 
zusammenhang mit den pantheistischen Systemen ; Josef Mailer, Jean 
Pauls philosophischer Entwicklungsgang ; S. Saenger, Mills Theodizee ; 
F. Tocco, La storia della Filosofia moderna in Italia dal 1893 al 1898. 
International Congress. 
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Revue Philosophique XXV, 4 : C. Bougie, La sociologie biologique 
le regime des castes ; C. Dunan, La premiere antinomie math6matique de 
Kant ; E. Borel, L' antinomie du transfini. Notes and Discussions : A. 
Vaccaro, Pour la sociologie et "Pro domo." Book Reviews, Foreign 
Periodicals, XXV, 5 ; F. Le Dantec, Homologie et analogie ; L. Girard- 
Varet, La psychologie objective. Notes and Discussions : £. Claparede, 
Sur 1' audition coloree ; G. Richard, Les droits de la critique en matiere 
sociologique. Critical Review : G Richard, Travaux Italiens sur la crimi- 
nality. Book Reviews. 

Revue Neo-Scholastique, VII, 2: A. Goffart, Les "Esprits Ani- 
maux ; " C. Van Overbergh, Les courants sociologiques du XIX e siecle ; 
D. Mercier, Observations et discussion ; H. Lebrun, La reproduction ; 
M. De Wulf, La philisophie Scholastique aux Congres de 1' Exposition de 
Paris. Book Reviews, Periodicals. 

Revue de Metaphysique et de Morale, VIII, 3 : A. Darlu, La 
morale chre'tienne et la conscience contemporaine ; £m. Van Biema, Cause 
et condition ; J. Wilbois, La m£thode des sciences physiques; L. Couturat, 
L' Algebra universelle de M. Whitehead ; L, Weber, La France au point de 
vue moral ; D. Parodi, Libert6 et Egalit6. International Congress, New 
Books, Reviews. 

Rivista Filosofica, II, 3 ; C. Cantoni, La corrispondenza di due filo- 
sofi ; A. Piazzi, II Liceo moderno (Parte 11*); A. Groppali, Di un' opera 
di G. Marchesini ; A. Faggi, Per la psicologia dei sentimenti. Book Re- 
views, Summaries of Articles in Foreign Magazines, Notes, Periodicals 
Books Received. 



